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26th January 2021 

 

Alliance for Children in Care and Care Leavers:  

Alliance submission to England’s Care Review ‘Call for Advice’ 

 

1. What's your name? 

Ben Twomey and David Graham, Co-chairs of the Alliance for Children in Care and Care Leavers 

(writing on behalf of the Alliance) 

  

2. What's your email address? 

 ben.twomey@nyas.net / david.graham@careleavers.com  

 

3. Please choose one of the following options below which best 

represents you or your organisation: 

We work at a charity (The Alliance for Children in Care and Care Leavers is made up of charities 

and organisations from across the sector, full list of membership available in answer to Q6) 

 

4. Can we contact you with further information on the review (such as 

any updates, future events and further opportunities to input into 

the review)? 

YES 

 

5. Can we contact you if we have any follow-up questions relating to 

your responses below? 

YES 

 

 

6. Who should I prioritise speaking to? Naming specific people or 

organisations would be helpful. 
 

Care-experienced people – The review must reach out to the broadest range of care-

experienced people of all ages. Every member of the Alliance works with children in care and care 

leavers, and would be delighted to work with you to develop meaningful ways to empower the 

voices of care-experienced children and young people. 

mailto:ben.twomey@nyas.net
mailto:david.graham@careleavers.com
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The Alliance for Children in Care and Care Leavers – The Alliance is the pre-eminent sector-

wide coalition that works to support care-experienced children and young people. Member 

organisations share a commitment to improving the care system and outcomes for children and 

young people who spend time in care. The Alliance represents around 40 organisations and is co-

chaired by Ben Twomey (NYAS) and David Graham (Care Leavers’ Association). We meet quarterly 

and are invite you to attend our next meeting in April 2021. 

 

Member Organisations of the Alliance  – We strongly encourage you to speak to our members: 

Action for Children 

Article 39 

Barnardo’s 

Become 

British Association of Social Workers (BASW) 

Centrepoint 

Children’s Commissioner for England 

Children England 

CoramBAAF 

Coram Children’s Legal Centre 

Coram Voice 

Drive Forward Foundation 

Family Rights Group 

Fostering Through Social Enterprise (FtSE) 

Home for Good 

Institute of Recovery from Childhood Trauma 

Just for Kids Law / Children’s Rights Alliance England 

Leap Confronting Conflict 

Migrant and Refugee Children’s Legal Unit 

National Association of Independent Reviewing Officers (NAIRO) 

National Children’s Bureau (NCB) 

NSPCC 

National Leaving Care Benchmarking Forum, Catch 22 

NYAS (National Youth Advocacy Service) 

Rees Foundation 

Social Care Institute for Excellence  

TACT 

The Care Leavers’ Association 

The Children’s Society 

The Fostering Network 

The Prince’s Trust 

St Christophers Fellowship 

Together Trust 

What Works for Children's Social Care 

Young Minds 

 

 

http://actionforchildren.org.uk/
http://www.article39.org.uk/
http://www.barnardos.org.uk/
http://www.becomecharity.org.uk/
https://www.basw.co.uk/
https://centrepoint.org.uk/
http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/
http://www.childrenengland.org.uk/
http://corambaaf.org.uk/
https://www.childrenslegalcentre.com/
http://www.coramvoice.org.uk/
http://www.driveforwardfoundation.com/
https://www.frg.org.uk/
http://www.fosteringthroughsocialenterprise.org.uk/
https://homeforgood.org.uk/foster
http://www.irct.org.uk/
http://justforkidslaw.org/
http://www.crae.org.uk/
http://www.leapconfrontingconflict.org.uk/
http://miclu.org/
http://nairo.org.uk/
https://www.ncb.org.uk/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/
https://www.catch-22.org.uk/
https://www.nyas.net/
http://www.reesfoundation.org/
https://www.scie.org.uk/
https://www.tactcare.org.uk/
http://www.careleavers.com/
http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/
https://www.thefosteringnetwork.org.uk/
https://www.princes-trust.org.uk/
https://www.stchris.org.uk/
https://www.togethertrust.org.uk/
https://whatworks-csc.org.uk/
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/
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7. How best should I engage children, young people and families who 

have experienced children’s services? 
 

Our member organisations will respond in their organisational submissions with advice to this 

question. 

 

8. What should I be reading? Links to books, blogs, documents, or 

studies welcome. 
 

 The Alliance’s vision for children in care and care leavers: 

https://www.thefosteringnetwork.org.uk/sites/www.fostering.net/files/content/thevision-

allianceforchildrenincareandcareleavers.pdf 

 Scotland’s Independent Care Review reports: 

https://www.carereview.scot/conclusions/independent-care-review-reports/ 

 The Care Experienced Conference reports: 

https://info822785.wixsite.com/careexpconf/reports 

 The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child: 

https://www.unicef.org.uk/what-we-do/un-convention-child-rights/  

 England Civil Society Submission to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child to 

inform its List of Issues Prior to Reporting (LOIPR): 

http://www.crae.org.uk/media/129724/CRAE_LOIPR_09-DEC-20.pdf  

 The Children Act 1989: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/41/contents 

 

9. What are the big questions I should be asking as part of the review? 

 

These are the key questions that we believe need exploring or strengthening in the Care 

Review’s Terms of Reference: 

Rights – There is no mention of children’s rights in the current Terms of Reference. Can the 

review be conducted through a child’s rights approach, in line with the UN Convention on 

the Rights of the Child? How can rights be better protected and guaranteed for care-

experienced children and young people? How can care-experienced children and young 

people be made more aware of their rights and entitlements? Will the conclusions or 

recommendations of the review be subject to a rigorous Child Rights Impact Assessment? 

Engage all voices - Are there the right systems and processes for care-experienced children 

and young people to be listened to and taken seriously? Are there the right systems and 

processes for engagement with the broadest possible groups of care-experienced children 

and young people, such as those who may not put themselves forward for children in care 

councils, or unaccompanied asylum-seeking children? Are resources and participation 

tailored not only for different age groups, but also for blind or partially sighted children, 

those with special educational needs or disabilities, those with caring responsibilities and 

those for whom English is not a first language? How can processes to empower the voices of 

care-experienced children and young people be embedded in national and local government 

beyond the conclusion of the review? 

https://www.thefosteringnetwork.org.uk/sites/www.fostering.net/files/content/thevision-allianceforchildrenincareandcareleavers.pdf
https://www.thefosteringnetwork.org.uk/sites/www.fostering.net/files/content/thevision-allianceforchildrenincareandcareleavers.pdf
https://www.carereview.scot/conclusions/independent-care-review-reports/
https://info822785.wixsite.com/careexpconf/reports
https://www.unicef.org.uk/what-we-do/un-convention-child-rights/
http://www.crae.org.uk/media/129724/CRAE_LOIPR_09-DEC-20.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/41/contents
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Legal framework – We encourage the review to give an early commitment to strengthening 

the existing legal framework, not diluting or removing it. How can the legal framework be 

strengthened? Can an active offer of advocacy support for children entering or leaving care 

be explored? 

Funding How will the government commit to fund children’s social care to the point that 

outcomes for care-experienced children and young people match those of their peers? Are 

the review’s recommendations expected to be cost-neutral? 

Commissioning: How can the care commissioning system be reformed to put children's 

needs at its heart? Will the Review address the call by the Housing, Communities and Local 

Government Committee in May 2019 for "A review of the commissioning and procurement 

system, which also assesses the merits of the various improvements"? Given the need to build 

a thorough picture of the complex dynamics in the current commissioning system, will the 

Review engage with a range of perspectives including members of the Alliance for Children 

in Care and Care Leavers? 

Positives of the care system – What are the positives and strengths of the care system? 

How can time in care be seen widely as a positive intervention?  

Cross-departmental working – Will the review take a holistic view of the care system and 

look at issues and policies across government departments? How will it examine cross-

departmental working to ensure that all care-experienced children receive the support they 

need, and that vulnerable children who need support from children’s social care do not fall 

through the gaps? Will it look to address the poorer long-term outcomes for children who 

are care-experienced (e.g. educational inequality, health, access to sustainable and secure 

housing, etc)? Is there buy-in from each department to respond to the review’s 

recommendations? How can the links between poverty and children entering the care system 

be addressed? 

Cross-party working – If this is truly to be a ‘once in a generation’ opportunity to reshape 

the care system, is there cross-party buy-in for the review in parliament? 

Previous reviews – Will the review be learning from the work of the recent Independent 

Care Review in Scotland? Many previous reviews in England were flawed or ignored, how will 

this review improve on what has come before? 

Lifelong commitment – The Terms of Reference state that ‘the review may want to consider 

support for children as they prepare to leave care and those receiving ongoing support once 

they have left care’, can the Terms of Reference more explicitly include consideration of care 

leavers? Can the Terms of Reference include consideration of care-experienced people of all 

ages? How can the so-called ‘care cliff’ as young people turn 18 years old, be ended? How 

can care-experienced young people be better supported until the age of 25, including with 

accessing safe and sustainable housing? How can care-experienced people continue to be 

supported beyond 25 years old?  


