
Information for

children and young

people who are

reported missing
When you have r

eturned home aft
er being reported

missing you

should be offered
the chance to talk

with someone ind
ependent

who is not your c
arer, children's se

rvices or the poli
ce.

NYAS (National Youth Advocacy Service) is a

children’s rights based charity working with young people

in your area who have recently been reported missing.

We will carry out a Return Interview when you return

home. Even though it has the word’ interview’ in it, don’t

be nervous, it is more like a friendly chat.
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We can:
⬤ Help you become involved in decisions

about your care

⬤ Help you say what you want and what you

feel to the right people

⬤ Refer you to other services should you

need them (i.e. a counsellor or on-going

support, but only if you want them)

⬤ Provide you with information should you be

reported missing again to keep you safe

from harm e,g. helpful numbers

⬤ Only help you if you tell us what is wrong.

⬤ Offer to meet you at a time and

place that suits you.

What will happen at the meeting?

⬤ We will listen to you, take you seriously

and treat you with respect

⬤ We will ask you about why you left your home

and what you did when you were missing

⬤ We will also ask you what you think

will help keep you safe in the future

⬤ We will write a report about our

conversation which will be shared with

the right people in the local authority to

help you and keep you safe

⬤ This report will outline the things that

are happening for you at the moment.

So, those who care for you, hear what

you have to say. This will help them to

keep you safe in the future.

We can help you to sort out any difficulties and look at what support

may help stop you from feeling that going missing was your only answer.

We are only interested in keeping you safe and making sure that you

have a say in how you are cared for.

How can we help?

You can be
completely
honest at this

meeting as we will

not judge you.

A Return Interview will be

offered every time you are

reported missing, so we

might approach you more

than once as we appreciate

that you may have different

reasons that trigger you to

leave home.
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